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SHRI SHEKHAR KAPUR

Shri Shekhar Kapur is one of the most celebrated film directors in India. He's currently a
fellow at the ICAEW. He is reputed to have changed the way Indian films are perceived, both in
India and overseas. He has also made a mark in the west, with his film Elizabeth and subsequent
films and television series. His films carry many meaningful messages to society. Additionally, he
has given back to society and to his profession by serving a term as a Chairman of the Film and
Television Institute and is currently the director of the International Film Festival of India.

2. Born on 6" December, 1945, in Lahore, British India, Shri Kapur prior to his expansive
film career, studied economics at St. Stephen's College, before becoming a Chartered Accountant
with the ICAEW in the UK. He turned director with the family drama Masoom, 1983, starring
Naseeruddin Shah and Shabana Azmi. The film went on to be nominated seven times at the
Filmfare awards, of which it won five. He then went on to create Mr. India, a science fiction film,
starring Anil Kapoor, Sridevi and Amrish Puri. Mr. India has attained the highest praises from
critics both in India and globally with many critics having considered it one of the greatest Indian
films of all time. In 1994, he released Bandit Queen, which premiered in the Director's Fortnight
section of the 1994 Cannes Film Festival. Bandit Queen received International acclaim, with
critics worldwide applauding the film. His next film Elizabeth and its subsequent film, Elizabeth:
the Golden Age, was adored Internationally. With it being nominated at the Academy Awards, and
winning a BAFTA, and Golden Globe, among many more, it is clear to see the massive impact of
Elizabeth. This further cemented his reputation as a masterful filmmaker.

3. Following the success of Elizabeth, Shri Kapur worked further in International films, such
as Four Feathers, starring Heath Ledger. Beyond feature films, he became involved in various
creative ventures with digital storytelling, short films and even stage and theatre production. One
notable venture outside filmmaking would be the stage production with Shri Andrew Lloyd
Webber, Bombay Dreams. Additionally, this play kick-started Shri A R Rahman's career. He has
also given back to the film community, by guiding students with new forms of storytelling. He has
spoken at numerous global events, including TED Talks, discussing the evolution of cinema in
digital age. He was also a scholar at MIT, researching storytelling in new technology. Moreover, he
is an environmentalist. His concerns for the environment stem from the idea of water scarcity, a
theme which can be noticed in his upcoming film, Paani.

4, Shri Kapur is a visionary filmmaker whose work spans Indian and International cinema.
From redefining Indian cinema with Bandit Queen to earning global acclaim with Elizabeth, he
has consistently pushed creative boundaries. His ventures beyond mainstream filmmaking
reflect his ever-evolving artistic vision. His legacy lies not only in his films but in the inspiration he
continues to provide to future generations of storytellers.

S. ShriKapur has received numerous accolades throughout his illustrious career.
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